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Cure Mission
PFLAG promotes the health
and wall-baing of gay, lesbian,
bissxual and transgendared
parsons, their families and
friands, through suppor, 1o
cope with an adverss society
educatan, to enlightan an ill-
intormed public; and advocacy,
to end discrimination and
to escura aqual civil rights.
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PFLAG provides the opportunity
for confidential dialogus about
sexual crientation and gendsr

identity, and acts to create
zociety that iz healthy and
respsctiul of human diversity
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Neat Meeting

July 8, 2004

Second Thursday, 7-9:30 p.m.

Mdway Hills Christian Church
11001 Midway Hoad, Dallas

Black J.

The Dallas Fort Waorth Black Tie Dinner has
unveiled plans for this year's dinnar Oct. 23
which include former presidential candidate
and U 5. Senator Carol Moseley Braun as key-
note speaker, HRC president Cheryl Jacguss
in her inaugural address to Dinner attendsss,
Reprassntative Martin Frost, and gay icon
Martha Wash.

Rounding out the program is the presanta-
tion of this year's Elizabeth Birch Equality
Award, which will b given to Showtims
Wetaorks for thair groundoreaking LGBT pro-
gramming. For aver 20 years Showtime has
produced guality LGBT programming which
has sat the standard for others and has signifi-
cantly impacted folerancs and egquality across
the country. Accepting the award will be opsnly
gay Showtime president Robert Gresnilatt,
and membars of *“Queer as Folk™ and “The L
Word® casts

“iJther than Elizabeth [Birch, for whom the
award was named), this is the first time we
have given the award and Showtime parfectly
fits the critericn of having made a significant
national impact on lesbian and gay sguality,”
said Pam Clayton, co-chair of the Dinner. “We
don't know ystwho theyl bring from 'Queer as
Folk’ or ‘The L Ward', but wa're thrilled 1o have
the celebrity slement in the dnner. it always
adds excitament.”

Go-chair Scott Dinsmors added, “Our mis-
sion 1o educate, entartain and empowsr is right
on targst this year. As keynote speaker, Carol

Mosley Braun will deliver an incredible, empow-

ering and sloguent address. Her dedication to
ciwl rights for all Americans, unialtering supgort
of lesbian and gay issues, and recent experi-
&nce as a presidential candidate make her
the partect speaksr for this year's 'American
Calebration’, which — talk about iming - is less
than two weske befors the prasidential slection
“Wa are also excited,” Dinemore continued,
"0 have Cheryl Jacques join us this year for
tha first tima. It will be timsly o hear her take
on the upcoming slection and marriage sgual-
ity. She's from Boston and is forgoing the

Tie Dinnes: “Un Umesican Celebration’

Boston HRC Dinner — scheduled for the eamea
night sha'll b= attending curs. | think that
shows HRC's amazing commitmeant to supgort
the Black Tie Dinner and we thank her.’

Repressntative Martn Frost will be on hand
1o introducs Ms. Braun, whils diva Martha
Wash, long known for her support of the bes-
[4an and gay community, will open the sve-
ning. & live orchestra and an appearancs by
the Turle Cresk Chorale, a community favor-
ita, will add 1o the evening's enteriainment.
PMans for surprise guesis and entertainment
are still in the works and announcemsants will
b= forthcoming.

Returming as celsbrity emces is Dallas’
Chris Jaggsr, 1021 The Edgs radio personal-
ity and hast of the television show "Change of
Heart." Jagger will b wslcoming and entar-
tmining guests during Pre-Dinner activties of
the live aucton

A varisty of evenis are planned for the
Dinner, Oct. 23 at the Wyndham Anatole in
Dallas, including
+ The presentation of the Raymond Kuchling
Humanitarian Award, kept confidential until tha
night of the Dinner
+ A revamped silent auction and a live lusury
auchon during the dinner; and
+ The drawing for twa vehicles in the Dinner's
annual raffle, courtesy of University Park Aud

“Our thema, 'An Amearican Celsbration,” is
especially signifizant right now. With the at-
tacks our community has endurad regarding
marriage equality, and because of recent ad-
vances such as the Lawrence ws. Texas deci-
sion, it's important we celebrate Amsnca and
our right to strive for equality. We have a long
way to go, but we've alrsady made hugs
strides and it's no time 1o back down. Despite
the fact we are lesian and gay, we are first
and foremaost Americans,” added Dinsmaora.

3,200 guests attended |ast year's Dinner
that netied 3855 000 fo local and national
beneficianies, increasing the 23-year cumula-
five fundraising total to nearly 57 million.

See Black Tis, pags two

|  PFLAG/Dallas appreciates your continued support.




AMA supports adoption
for gay partners

by Jim Ritter, Health Reporter
Chicago Sun Times

Bosion medical student Jana Monigomery was working in the
emergency room when a five-year-old car accident victim was
browght in.

The boy's mother was owt of town. Her lesbian pariner, who in
effect was the boy's second parent, wanted to be with him. But
since she wasn his legal parent, the hospital wouldn’ allow it.

Montgomery said, *It certainly was not in the best interest of
the child."

Montgomery, a delegate to the American Medical Association,
cited the case during floor debate on gay adoption. Delegates
voted 316 to 130 to support allowing partners in same-sex cou-
ples to adopt children.

Courts in 20 siates, including lllinois, are willing 1o allow the
second parent in same-sex couples to adopt, according to a 2002
study by the Human Rights Campaign, a gay rights group.

Ten states have “poor records”™ on gay adoptions, and thres
states prohibit such adoptions, the group said. It could not deter-
ming court policies in the remaining stales.

Studies have found that children of same-sex couples do as
well as children of heterosexual couples, said Dr. Richard Pan,

a California pediatrician.

“Science suppons that same-zex couples should be able 1o
adopt children,” Pan said.

Other advocates said second parent adoption nights would
ensure a child would be eligitle for health benefits from both par-
ents, and both parents could participate in the child’s health care,
education, eic. Moreover, if the couple were 1o separate, the sec-
ond parent would have custody and visitation rights. And both par-
ents could be responsible for child support.

Delegates who voted against second parent adoption rights
said the issue i5 a legal matter outside the purview of the AMA.

The AMA is following the lzad of the American Academy of Pe-
diatrice, which endorsed second parent adoption rights in 2002,

“Children deserve 10 know that their relationships with both of
their parents are stable and legally recognized,” the academy
said. “This applies to all children, whether their parents are of the
Same of opposite sex.”

In other action, the AMA declared a morning-after contracep-
tive pill should be made available over-the-counter, movies that
shiow people smoking should be rated B and elementary schools
should provide at least 30 minutes of recess a day to combat

fﬁf)ﬂ{'ﬁ ﬂ:i{’. from page one

“We raise the amount of money we do because of astonishing
community supgort — like University Park Audi which is giving us
two 2004 Audis to raffle off this year,” said Clayton. “We are grate-
ful for their continued supporn both within and outside of their deal-
ership. To have stepped up this year with two cars and a lovely
Sponsor event to become our presenting sponsor is a gift we can
all be proud of”

Tickets for this year's Dinner are now on sale at all sponsor-
ship levels. For sponsorship information, contact Susan Spalter at
972-733-5200, ext. 4.

Gensral tickets are $300 per person, sold in tables of 10, with
the chance for a table chosen by lottery draw August 21, 2004 at
11 a.m. in the Wedgwood Room at the Wyndham Anatole. Ingivid-
ual tickets, if any, will be made available after that date. Since a
sell-out is anticipated, guests are urged 1o plan early. Contact
Randy Ray at 972-733-5200, ext. 7, for more information regard-
ing tickets. To sit at & PFLAG table, call Donna at 972-443-1422
1o buy a ticket.

Raffle tickets for the choice of a 2004 Audi TT Roadster or
2004 Audi A-4 3.0 Cabriolet are 3100, and may be purchazed
from any board member or beneficiary crganization, or by contact-
img Reid Ainsworth at 972-733-9200, ext. 5. Only 2,000 raffle tick-
ets will be sold. PFLAG has a limited number still available; call
Donna at 972-443-1422

For information about the dinner and updates as they becoms
available, visit the Black Tie Dinner Web site at www blacktie.org.
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Think!
Is an atheist allowsd 10 legally get married?

Because if yes, it proves that civil marriage has nothing to do

with religion!
lifted from PFLAG/AA s June-July newsletter
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Gay plan commissioner slain in his

by David Webk, Senior Editor
Dallas Vaoice

Lawrence Wheat, a member of the Dallas Plan Commission,
died late Juns 5 after he was savagely beaten at his residence,
autharities said.

Police responding te an emergency call found Wheat at about
11 p.m. lying unconscious in his loft on South Harwood Street.
Residents of the amall gated complex called 511 20 minuwtes
eaflier and repenad screams coming from Wheat's [oft.

Wheat was taken o Baylor University Medical Center, whers a
doctor pronounced him dead at about 11:30 pm.

Witnesses saw a man running from the complex adjacent toc an
industrial area south of downtown.

Detectives ars reviswing a similar homicides three months ago
to determing if the same killer could be involved.

Wheat also may have suffered strangulation, according to the
Dallas County madical sxaminer's office.

Investigators are unsure of the motive for Wheat's killing, and
said they had not determined whather any property was missing
fram Wheat's apartment, according to Sgt. Gary Kirkpatrick, a
homicide supervisor.

There was no sign of forced entry, authorities said.

Dallas Mavor Pro Tem John Leza called Wheat a good friend
of several years. Wheat worked on Loza's political campaigns
before the City Council member appointed him to the Dallas
Cammunity Developmeant Commission and later 1 the Plan
Commission, of which he was chairman of the Zoning Ordinance
Advisory Committes.

The council memoer said that he doubtad anything about
Wheat's lifestyle contributed to his murder.

“Larry was a very cautious person, and certainly | don't think
he ever put himself in harm's way,” Loza said. ¥l dont have any
reason to belisve he was doing anything that would have been
risky or could have led to something like this.”

The victim hiad a large circle of friends, Loza said.
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Chak Lawn neighborhood activist Frank Stich said that he
admired Wheat's work on the Plan Commission.

I hate the fact that we have lost him in the city — not just
because of all the hard work he did, but just because of the quality
of person he was,” Stich said. "We've lost a very hardworking,
dedicated, good person.”

Wheat, a native of Big Spring, was graduated from Texas
Christian University with a bachelor's degree in music. His major
was classical piano performancs. He cbiaining a masier's degree
in architectura from the University of Texas. He moved 1o Dallas
fram Austin in the late 1880s.

Wheat's interast in urban renewal led him to the south-oif-
downtown neighborhood whare he lived — and disd.

Police are comparing Wheat's case to another killing thres
manthe ago in Cak CIiff 1o 222 if the same killer might be involved.
Interior designer Jamas Swephen Watls was beaten 1o death
March 13 in his Kessler Park home, Kirkpatrick said. Like Wheat,
the Cak Cliff man digd from blunt force trauma 1o the head. Thare

weare no signs of strangulation, he added.

“We're looking at the casaes and comparing physical evidence,”
Kirkpatrick said. “We can't say that thers are any definite links, but
we 2till are checking w0 make sure we don't overlook anything.”

Stich said he hopes investigators will vigorously pursus the
case. Living in Oak Lawn since the 1970s, Stich said he has
cbserved numerows unsolved killings of gay men.

loft in south Dallas

| have seen countless muders more or less ignored through
disinterest,” Stich said. “These sort of things can just sort of
disappear.”

Kirkpatrick said that police are interviewing Wheat's naighbors,
friends and family members in an effort to determing his where-
abouts in the howrs before his death.

The perzon seen running from the complex was described as
a white or Hispanic man in his mid-20s. He was less than & feet
tall, weighad about 175 lbs. and had brown hair, police said they
were old by a witness.

Loza said he plans to monitor the investigation.

*| cartainly will be keeping on top of it, and | certainly hope they
can find that person and bring them to justice,” Loza said.
“They'rz going to do evervthing they can.”

E-mail webb @dallasvoics.com

12 reasons same-sex marrlage will ruln soclety

from GatorGSA
WWW. 12reasons.com

1. Homosexuality is not natural, much like eyeglasses,
polyester, and birth control are not natural.

2. Heterosexual marnages are valid because they produce
children. Infertile couples and old people cannot get legally
married because the world needs more children.

3. Obviously gay parents will raize gay children because
straight parents only raize straight children.

4. Straight marriage will be less meaningiul, since Britney
Spears's 55-hour just-for-fun marriage was meaningful.

5. Heterosexual marnage has been around for a long time, and
it hasn't changed at all: women are property, Blacks can't
marry whites, and divorece is illegal.

6. Gay marriage should be decided by the people, not the
courts, because the majority-elected legislatures, not courts,
hawve historically protected the rights of minorities.

7. Gay marriage is not supporned by religion. In a theocracy
like curs, the values of one religion are always imposed on
the entire country. That's why we only have one religion in
America.

8. Gay marriage will encourage people to be gay, in the same
way that hanging around tall people makes you tall.

9. Legalizing gay marriage will open the door 10 all kinds of
crazy behavior. People may even wish to marry their pets
oecauze a dog has l2gal standing and can sign a marriage
license.

10. Children can never succesd without both male and female
role models at home. That's why single parents are forbidden
to raise children.

11. Gay marriage will change the foundation of society.
Heterosexual marriags has been around for a long time, and we
could never adapt to new social norms because we haven't
adapted to cars or longer lifespans.

12. Civil uniens, providing most of the zame bensfits as mar-
riage with a different name, are better, because a “separate but
equal” institution is always constitutional. Separate schools
for African-Americans worked just as well as separate mar-
riages will for gays and lesbians.
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(e your 2004 dues paid?

IMembership duas of 52 members remain unpaid. Pleasa catch
ug! We need you and your many contributions.



Page Four

From the President
Hey, Puddin's!

Happy Fourth of July, and Happy Mational lce Cream Konth!

In this month that celebrates freedom, imagine how it would be
not 1o be fres to be vourself, to have to pretend to be someone
you're not. | know of sevaral people who thought they were straighs,
anly to find they were really lzsbian or gay. They never had the free-
dom o be who they were, becausa they never questionad somaone
elza’s definition of who they were.

These people had been in long-1erm straight marriages. Asked
why they didn't know sooner that they were lesbian or gay, many re-
ply, “I didn really know; | just knew something was missing.”

Jung's speakar: wers two dads who wers doing what was ex-
pected of them. They never guastionsd their deep feelings for ather
men becauss they didn't give themselves the fraedom to do so. Had
they been free 0 be themselves, the hurt and anger that aftenced
their coming out eculdve been avoided.

These men were pillars of their communities. One was a leadar
in his Saptist church. The families looked perfect from the outside.
But something was missing. They weren't sure what it was, just a
nagging feeling that their life wasn't completa. They had everything
a man could wan:, a wife and children, prestige ... but no passion.
Passion’s overrated. Just Hollywood. Real life isn't ke that, right?

Sut those nagging feelings far ather men kept emerging: feelings
that made them feel passionate and alive; feelings that surfaced in
lucid moments, when they were honest with themselves, when they
realized they were not really free, Finally those passionate feelings
washed over them like a tzunami.

Mewear having acted on those feelings, these dads weare confused
and lest, Why was it so bad to have an attraction 1o a member of the
zame 2217 Why did they have to ive inan emotional prison for the
rest of their ives?

Secauss they had responzibiliies. They'd made marriags vows.
They had children, an image to ughold at all costs.

Cmne man feit so vile that he decided to kill himself. As he saton
a desartad beach, gun in hand, he thought about his daughtars.
They desemved a gay dad more than a dead dad. How was he san-
ing them if he died? So he drove back home to make amends; 1o
frae himself and svaryons else from that perfect-family prison.

People wha realized that they were lesbian or gay latsr in life
endad up divorcing their spouses. It's best for everyons, because
everyone deserves 1o have passion, deserves to have a whole life.
People always say that they feel complete whean they come out.
They feel free. In fact, the whole family is freed.

PFLAG helps struggling parents undarstand that their lesbian or
gay child iz normal. When parents sugport their child, they are able
1o grow into somesns who can choose a partnar and anter inte
authantic relationships. They can coms out and reclaim their ightful
place. Being authentic saves lives_ It's true freedom.
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Dion't forget our Fabulous Family Flamingo Fling Sunday, Aug.
22, 1-5 p.m. Get your teams ready for an afternoon of fun at Don
Carter's West Bowling Center.

| thank Pat Stone for neminating me for the Extra Mile Award,
given all around the country to people who have gone that extra mile
for their local LGET community. It means a lot 1o me 1o have bean
nominaied by ong of my PFLAG mentors.
Fat Smith

Happy birthday, Voice!

Friday, June 18, | joined an eclectic crowd of well-wishers to
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Dallas VOICE.

The stunning wenue was the Frontizrs of Flight Museum, and the
chefs werz inspired 1o creats delicious nibbles and noshes.

| saw old friends, met new ones, and enjoyed the view of buff
young bodies in muscle shirts. And | had my first pink martini. Won't
o2 my last, | promise you!

The drinks flowsd freely, the focd was plentiful, the spesches
were interesting and brief: “the way we ware” was pure nostalgia.

It’s difficult to recall that the VOICE is only 20 years old. In thoss
two decades, they have reported — and supported — constant
changas in the lives of Dallas-arsa GLETs. Mo doult their next two
decades will report even more changes as we al travel togethar to-
ward equality.

Thanks, VOICE, for a great party and a great paper.

—Ladye Sparks
LA AJ
‘Neat en my watch?”

by Ladye Sparks, edior
PFLAG Update

Such a hooraw! With all the problems we have in our country, so
many of our leaders, poliical and ctherwise, are wasting their ime
and ours by railing against same-sex marriage. | can only befisve
they want to be rememberad as standing firm against the ungodly
gays. But rememoered by whom?

They have o know that gay marriage is coming, that it's only a
matter of time until it's the law of the land — a land that will still stand,
with marriages that continue unchanged — but maybe that's what's
the martter. Time.

In time, the de-nothings will be out of office. Younger, smarter,
less prejudiced legisiators will wonder aloud what the fuss was
about. Prohibitive laws will be rescinded, and families will continue
to grow and love each ather,

In tirme, incumzents will start thinking about their constitusnts in-
stead of their cronies, about the ones who voted them in — and can
vote them out — instzad of the ones whe paid for their votes.

In time, the lowd and angry woices will grow too old to shout, and
may even realize that shouting is only sound, not substance.

In time, even Phelps and will pass and be forgotien with the rest.

Cur time will come. Perhaps mot in their time, but in our time, we
will have the rights and privileges GLBTS desarve as Amatican citi-
zens. It's just a matter of time.
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Guess who's coming to PFLAG?

Just one of our faverite columnists in the whole wide world! Or, at
lgast, in the Dallas area!

Dalias Morning MNews writer Steve Blow will speak 1o us at the
Oetober meating. Blow has been a long-time friend of PFLAG, and
is an interesting speaker: insightful, humarous, respectful of his
readers.

His last visit to PFLAG resultad in the largest-aver attendance.
Plan to oe with us Thursday, Oct. 14, to maks him welcoms ance
again. We promise you'll find it a worthwhile experisnce.



